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The Baker City Development Code (BCDC) was amended in 2015. During the adoption process, a court decision was 
released identifying principles that needed to be incorporated into the sign chapter. City Council adopted all of the 
proposed changes in 2015 except for the sign chapter, and in 2016, the Planning Commission began work to revise the 
sign chapter. During the Planning Commission’s work sessions, other revisions were identified.  Some of these revisions 
are more complex and may have an impact on landowners. Other revisions are needed, including inconsistencies and 
reference corrections, clarifications, clearer organization, and other minor corrections.  These types of housekeeping 
revisions are straightforward and do not materially alter the Code.   
 
Making changes to land use regulations is a Legislative (Type IV) procedure, which is considered initially by the Planning 
Commission with final decisions made by City Council.  A list of revisions was developed during Planning Commission 
work sessions held in 2016 on January 20th, February 17th, March 16th, April 20th, May 18th, June 15th, August 17th, 
November 9th and December 14th. These changes include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Inconsistencies and 

reference 
corrections 

 Clarifications 
 Clearer 

organization of 
definitions  

 
 

 
 
 
 Revise Sign Code based on case law principles, as 

well as to increase readability and ease of use 
 Modify approval criteria for temporary 

occupancy of motor homes in residential zones  
 Clarify language in  Lot-of-Record criteria 
 Clarify and increase size allowances for 

accessory structures in residential zones 
 Simplify submission requirements for site plans 

and preliminary plats 

 
 
 
 Add proposed public dedications as 

part of requirements to  submit a 
preliminary plat 

 Add requirement that City 
acceptance of any dedication be 
indicated on final plat  

 Add process for determining rough 
proportionality for development 
and required public improvements 

 
NEXT STEPS 

 Get Input from the Public 
 Public Open House on January 25th, 2017 
 Planning Commission Hearing on February 1st, 2017 
 Recommendation from Planning Commission 
 City Council Hearings  

 
 

 
WHAT YOU CAN DO 

 Request a presentation for your group 
 Comment online or in person 
 Read details of changes at the Planning 

Department office or on the website 
 Attend the Open House on January 25th, 2017 

SPREAD THE WORD 
You can help us spread the word by sharing via social  
media and in person with friends, family and neighbors.   
Use #BCCodeUpdate to join the conversation online. 

For more information or to comment: 
Visit us in person: 1995 3rd Street Baker City, OR 97814 
Visit us online: http://www.bakercity.com/ 
Email us: planning@bakercounty.org 
Call us: 541-523-8219 
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