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Weekly Update March 6, 2020
Administration:
Council will be holding a meeting this Tuesday. They hope to appoint someone
to fill a vacancy left by Councilor Mike Downing. They will also discuss the
2020 Capital Plan and 2020 Pavement Management Plan.

City Council
Agenda
March 10th

 Council Vacancy
The 1A Basketball Tournaments will be continuing this weekend. Many people  Annual Financial
Report
are expected to be in the area for the games. Some local restaurants and busi Budget Board
nesses will have extended hours to accommodate the extra people.
Appointments
 Committee
We’ve had great weather this week. It is supposed to cool down a bit this
weekend. Enjoy the spring air!

Appointment
Ordinances

 Public Works Annual
Reports

 Adoption of 2020-21
City Council Goals

Building Department:
Inspections
City
16

Permits Issued
County

Building

Permits
Issued City
2

2

Inspections
County
23

Manufactured Dwelling

0

0

0

0

Electrical

6

8

13

9

Mechanical

5

8

3

5

Plumbing

2

5

0

2

Fence

1
16

NA
37

N/A
18

N/A
39

TOTAL
COMMERCIAL PERMITS:
None at this time

HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW:
Next regularly scheduled meeting is March 18, 2020, at
8:00 a.m. in the Building Department.

RESIDENTIAL PERMITS:
2790 Colorado Avenue, Baker City—Detached Accessory Structure
 43084 Sunnyslope Road, Baker City—Residential Addition
 19418 Chandler Lane, Baker City—Remodel
 2940 Birch Street, Baker City—New Residence
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The mission of the Baker City Fire Department is to provide
dependable and efficient emergency services.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

During the week of February 25th through March 2nd the Fire Department responded
to a total of
AMBULANCE
OPERATIONS

38 emergency alarms.

The Fire Department provides free blood

City Calls

29

pressure readings at the Senior Center every

Rural Calls

3

Tuesday, at 11 am.

Patient Transported

25

Don’t miss the next check on March 10th.

No Patient Trip

7

TOTAL MEDIC
RESPONSES

32
TRAINING/MAINTENANCE/ FIRE PREVENTION
INSPECTIONS/ COMMUNITY EVENTS

Airport Transfers
Out of Town Transfers
Accepted

0
2

Out of Town Transfers
Not Accepted
Motor Vehicle Accidents

1
2

Doubles (2 calls at once)

5

Triples (3 calls at once)

1

Quads (4 calls at once)

0

Public Assist

1

49 hrs of Station & Equipment Maintenance
19 hrs of Fire Training
18 hrs of EMS Training
19 Burn Permits Issued

FIRE REPORTS
General Alarms

0

Dispatched Alarms

6

TOTAL FIRE
RESPONSES

6

EMERGENCY CALL
BACKS
Request for Cover

7

Arrived for Cover

5
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“The mission of the Baker City Police is to work in partnership with our community members, to
actively promote the safety and welfare of our citizens, along with enriching their quality of life
through the delivery of professional police services.”

POLICE DEPARTMENT
During the past week, BCPD opened 31 new cases making numerous arrests for
outstanding warrants and detainers.
BCPD went through First Responder/CPR/AED certification and approximately 1/2 of the
department participated and they other half will be get their certification next week.
All of the Police Department’s fire extinguishers were checked and certified last week.
Gun locks are available upon request from the Baker City Police Department, located at 1768
Auburn Avenue. These locks, donated courtesy of Project ChildSafe, are available during regular
business hours. Please note, the lobby is closed during the lunch hour. More information about
Project ChildSafe can be found at https://www.projectchildsafe.org/.
BCPD personnel participated in several briefing trainings, including a review of various officer
safety topics.

Public Works: Water Department
Dennis responded to a call to turn off the water where a repair
was being made.
Normally, it is a relatively simple matter of turning off the
valve on the meter yoke. In this case, the water valve in the
street needed to be turned off. An evaluation of the connections will be performed.

Construction work will begin on the Court Street water line replacement. This photo shows the location of several leaks that have occurred over the recent years. The new line will be 8” ductile iron
pipe.

Initial staking of the new water line route was performed
this week. The intersection of 4th and Court Streets is
scheduled to be closed next Thursday (March 12) and Friday (March 13) while that portion of the water line across
4th Street is installed.
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Public Works: Goodrich Pipeline

Here is one of the Goodrich pipeline markers that was recently installed near a driveway and irrigation ditch. The
adjacent property owner requested that the post and sign
be adjusted in height so that ditch cleaning equipment
could work above the sign and not damage it.

Public Works: Wastewater Department

Maintenance personnel from 5J School District called to report a
wastewater drainage problem at the middle school.
Karl and Jake responded to the call and cleaned 80’ of the lateral
from a manhole in the middle of Broadway Avenue.

Public Works assisted a local drain cleaning
professional on Campbell Street. A vault needed to be inducted and a drain line videoinspected and traced. Karl and Jake performed
the work and the owner was billed for the work.

A resident called to report a wastewater problem on Baker Street.
Karl and Rick responded to the manhole at Baker and East
Streets and thoroughly cleaned the line. The line was found to be
operating properly. A professional drain cleaner was able to
clear the blockage from the line.
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Public Works: Park Department

Kris and Blain raked up leaves and other debris in preparation for a
concrete pour in Geiser-Pollman park .
Approximately 10 cubic yards of concrete was delivered Thursday
morning.
Recent temperatures had risen sufficiently so that concrete could be
placed without concern of it freezing. Insulation blankets were placed
over the concrete after the surface was finished.

Public Works: Street Department
Left: One of the concrete “diamonds” around a manhole on Pocahontas Road has started to crack and come apart. Repair work will be
scheduled for later this spring.
Right: With the recent mild temperatures, Matt has been able to use the
Elgin crosswind sweeper to clean
Baker City Streets.

Did you know….
***It is legal to salvage road killed deer and elk.***
If you are interested in salvaging the meat from road kill deer, please call
541-524-2047 and we will put you on a call list.
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Public Works: Water Department

Public Works met with a local irrigator/farmer
concerning maintenance of a shared irrigation
and storm water pipeline and ditch. Heavy truck
traffic crossing over the existing CMP has caused
portions of it to partially collapse.
Sediment has also partially filled the pipe and has
significantly decreased its capacity.
Public Works will work in conjunction
with the irrigator to perform necessary
maintenance so that water can continue
to flow through the system.

Planning Department:
PLANNING DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE
Planning Department staff held a 2nd open house at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 4, 2020, in the Council
Chambers at the Baker City Hall, 1655 1st Street, Baker City, Oregon, to continue reviewing materials for proposed revisions to the Baker City Development Code and potential rezone areas within the City. Please see
the attached flier for detailed information regarding these revisions, as well as information relating to
the Baker City Comprehensive Plan – Goal IX.

URBAN GROWTH BOUNDARY DEVELOPMENT
The Baker County Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, 2020,
in the Commissioner’s Chambers of the Baker County Courthouse, 1995 Third Street, Baker City, to discuss a
Conditional Use Permit application for two new storage units at 41320 Highway 30, located within the General-Commercial (C-G) Zone and the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB). The Urban Growth Area Joint Management Agreement between Baker City and Baker County states, “Baker County shall retain responsibility
for land use decisions and actions affecting the City of Baker urban growth area, such responsibility to be
relinquished over any land within this area upon its annexation to the city.” Baker County is responsible for
processing land use applications within the UGB, and is required to evaluate those applications using standards contained within the Baker City Development Code.

APPLICATIONS

 An accessory structure was approved at 935 Walnut Street in the Residential High-Density (R-HD) Zone.
 A home occupation permit for an internet-based business at 1400 Court Avenue was approved in the Residential Medium-Density (R-MD) Zone.
 New Directions Northwest was approved for a land use compatibility statement needed to apply to the
Department of Environmental Quality for a stormwater permit.
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